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Above: Mario Angelo Smith , 18, listens to Wayne County Circuit Judge Leonard Townsend 

sentence him Wednesday to life in prison for the beating death of Tatijuana Neal, lower right, 9 

months. A jury found that Smith beat the girl to get her to stop crying, but he insisted he was 

innocent: "I did not inflict those wounds."  

 

Left: The girl's mother, Serita Neal, 22, of Detroit wipes away tears as she talks to reporters. Her 

mother, Sharon Nowell Neal, is at right. "The mother's choice of mates leaves much to be 

desired," Townsend said of Serita Neal. He said bad choices caused Tatijuana's death Aug. 15 at 

a Detroit hospital. "The judge was out of order," Neal, a 22-year-old cashier, said later. "I did not 

know about those things that happened to my child.  
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