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A grieving woman pledged forgiveness to the man who shot and killed her sister and burned her
tiny niece to death, saying she and her family would find strength in God.

"I will say that Markeda Byas and Arctavia Reed will not be remembered as this man left them
that terrible day, but will live protected in our hearts forever," Michilliah Byas told a courtroom
filled with quietly sobbing people.

The convicted killer, Jimmie Reed Jr ., stood shackled and impassive in Oakland County
Circuit Court, awaiting his sentencing to life in prison Wednesday.

"On behalf of the Byas family, we forgive this man, because through forgiveness we can go on
with our lives and leave his horrific deeds behind us," Michilliah Byas said.

Reed , 31, a factory worker living in Detroit, killed Byas, 30, his sometime girlfriend in July
2006, shooting her in the head as she lay sleeping with their newborn daughter, Arctavia, in their
Pontiac apartment.

Police said Reed had a child from another woman, and had impregnated a third, and did not want
to pay support for Arctavia.

After shooting Byas, he left to take his pregnant girlfriend to an appointment, went to work, then
returned to Byas' apartment, where Arctavia lay screaming next to her dead mother.

He doused the bed with gasoline and lit a match. He would later tell police he heard the baby
screaming as he left.

In November, Reed was convicted of first-degree murder, a crime that carries a mandatory life
sentence without parole. He can be freed only by a governor.

Wednesday, in sending Reed to prison, Oakland County Circuit Judge Fred Mester recalled the
infant's pain.

"We're all going to hear those cries because that baby could have been saved," Mester said.
"There is nothing more precious than life, the birth of a child, and we should all thrill at that
because it gives us hope for tomorrow."

Reed , who confessed to the killings, declined to speak, shaking his head when Mester asked for
his comments.

Outside, the courtroom, Michilliah Byas said her family was relieved to see Reed behind bars for
the rest of his life.



"But we had hoped he would at least apologize for what he had done," she said.
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Markeda Byas and daughter Arctavia Reed were killed in July 2006.
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